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1. Structured rule. 

2. Provides 90 minutes of general debate equally divided among and 
controlled by the respective chairs and ranking minority members of the 
Committees on Transportation and Infrastructure, Energy and 
Commerce, and Natural Resources. 

3. Waives all points of order against consideration of the bill. 

4. Makes in order as original text for purpose of amendment an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules Committee 
Print 113-11 and provides that it shall be considered as read. 

5. Waives all points of order against the amendment in the nature of a 
substitute. 

6. Makes in order only those further amendments printed in the Rules 
Committee report. Each such amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by a Member designated in the 
report, shall be considered as read, shall be debatable for the time 
specified in the report equally divided and controlled by the proponent and 
an opponent, shall not be subject to amendment, and shall not be subject 
to a demand for division of the question. 

7. Waives all points of order against the amendments printed in the report. 

8. Provides one motion to recommit with or without instructions. 
 

   

          

          

  

RESOLUTION 
 

   

          

  

Resolved, That at any time after the adoption of this resolution the Speaker 
may, pursuant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House resolved into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the Union for consideration of the bill 
(H.R. 3) to approve the construction, operation, and maintenance of the Keystone XL 

  



pipeline, and for other purposes. The first reading of the bill shall be dispensed with. 
All points of order against consideration of the bill are waived. General debate shall 
be confined to the bill and shall not exceed 90 minutes equally divided among and 
controlled by the respective chairs and ranking minority members of the Committees 
on Transportation and Infrastructure, Energy and Commerce, and Natural 
Resources. After general debate the bill shall be considered for amendment under 
the five-minute rule. In lieu of the amendments in the nature of a substitute 
recommended by the Committees on Transportation and Infrastructure, Energy and 
Commerce, and Natural Resources now printed in the bill, it shall be in order to 
consider as an original bill for the purpose of amendment under the five-minute rule 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 113-11. That amendment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order against that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute are waived. No amendment to that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute shall be in order except those printed in the report of the Committee on 
Rules accompanying this resolution. Each such amendment may be offered only in 
the order printed in the report, may be offered only by a Member designated in the 
report, shall be considered as read, shall be debatable for the time specified in the 
report equally divided and controlled by the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be subject to a demand for division of the 
question in the House or in the Committee of the Whole. All points of order against 
such amendments are waived. At the conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and report the bill to the House with such 
amendments as may have been adopted. Any Member may demand a separate vote 
in the House on any amendment adopted in the Committee of the Whole to the bill or 
to the amendment in the nature of a substitute made in order as original text. The 
previous question shall be considered as ordered on the bill and amendments thereto 
to final passage without intervening motion except one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions.  

 
          

 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENTS PROPOSED TO BE MADE IN ORDER 
 

(summaries derived from information provided by sponsors) 
 

Sponsor # Description Debate Time 

1. Weber, 
Randy (TX) 

#1 Adds to the findings in Section 2 highlighting the State 
Department’s scientific and environmental findings which 
conclude that the Keystone XL pipeline is a safe and 
environmentally sound project. 

(10 minutes) 

2. Waxman 
(CA) 

#19 Adds a finding that “the reliance on oil sands crudes for 
transportation fuels would likely result in an increase in 

(10 minutes) 

 



incremental greenhouse gas emissions” in the United 
States, resulting in additional greenhouse gas emissions 
equal to 4.3 million passenger vehicles. Also provides that 
the bill will not go into effect unless the President finds 
that TransCanada or tar sands producers will fully offset 
the additional greenhouse gas emissions. 

3. Johnson, 
Hank (GA) 

#20 Requires a study on the health impacts of increased air 
pollution in communities surrounding the refineries that 
will transport diluted bitumen through the proposed 
Keystone XL pipeline. 

(10 minutes) 

4. Connolly 
(VA) 

#22 Requires a threat assessment of pipeline vulnerabilities to 
terrorist attack and corrective actions necessary to protect 
the pipeline from such an attack and to mitigate any 
resulting spill.  

(10 minutes) 

5. Rahall (WV), 
DeFazio (OR) 

#16 Strikes section 3 of the bill (Keystone XL Permit 
Approval). Section 3 eliminates the requirement for a 
Presidential Permit to construct the Keystone XL pipeline 
across an international border. Section 3 further deems the 
new application for the Keystone XL pipeline approved, 
based on a final environmental impact statement issued by 
the U.S. Department of State for a different pipeline route.  

(10 minutes) 

6. Esty (CT) #12 Removes the mandate to allow one specifically named 
company to never receive appropriate oversight through 
the permit process for operation and/or maintenance – in 
perpetuity, while allowing construction permit fast-track.  

(10 minutes) 

7. Jackson Lee 
(TX) 

#6 Lengthens the time period for filing a claim under the Act 
from 60 days to 1 year. 

(10 minutes) 

8. Chu (CA), 
Polis (CO), 
Connolly (VA) 

#23 Requires the GAO to conduct a study and prepare a report 
of the Keystone XL pipeline to determine the total 
projected costs of pipeline spill cleanup, including the 
potential impacts of a petroleum spill on public health and 
the environment and the quantity and quality of water 
available for agricultural and municipal purposes. 

(10 minutes) 

9. Cohen (TN) #10 Requires TransCanada to submit its oil spill response plan, 
and any updates to the plan, to the Governors of each State 
in which the Keystone XL pipeline operates. TransCanada 
is required to develop such a plan under current law and 
regulations; only certain Federal agencies receive and 
review the plan. 

(10 minutes) 

10. Holt (NJ) #2 Increases American energy independence by requiring that 
all oil and refined fuels transported through the Keystone 
XL Pipeline be used here in the United States and not 
exported, unless the President finds that an exception is 
required by law or in the national interest.  

(10 minutes) 

 



 


