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SECTION-BY-SECTION OF S.612 
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE NATION ACT  

 
 

Section 1. Short Title; Table of Contents 
This section states that the Act may be cited as the “Water Infrastructure Improvements for the 
Nation Act” and includes a Table of Contents. 

 
 

Title I – Water Resources Development 
 
Section 1001. Short Title.  
This section states that Title I may be cited as the “Water Resources Development Act of 2016”. 
 
Section 1002. Secretary Defined.  
This section defines the term “Secretary” as the Secretary of the Army. 

 
Subtitle A – General Provisions 
 
Section 1101. Youth Service and Conservation Corps Organizations. 
This section directs the Corps of Engineers (Corps) to enter into cooperative agreements with 
youth service and conservation corps organizations for services related to projects under the 
jurisdiction of the Corps. 
 
Section 1102. Navigation Safety. 
This section directs the Corps to use the existing operation and maintenance authorities to carry 
out navigation safety activities at projects eligible for operation and maintenance under section 
204(f) of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1986. This section clarifies the 
Corps’ authority to use operation and maintenance authority for bend easing activities.  
 
Section 1103. Emerging Harbors. 
This section makes permanent a requirement the Corps use at least 10 percent of priority funds 
from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund for emerging harbor projects. 
 
Section 1104. Federal Breakwaters and Jetties. 
This section directs the Corps to report to Congress an inventory of all federal breakwaters and 
jetties protecting harbors and inland harbors and details the kind of information on structural 
conditions, safety, and maintenance to report.  
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Section 1105. Remote and Subsistence Harbors. 
This section amends WRDA 2007 to direct the Corps to give consideration to regions that rely 
on remote and subsistence harbors when studying harbor and navigation improvements. 
 
Section 1106. Alternative Projects to Maintenance Dredging. 
This section allows the Corps to assume the operation and maintenance costs of alternative 
projects to maintenance dredging for a federal navigation channel if the alternative project would 
lower the overall costs of maintaining such channel. 
 
Section 1107. Great Lakes Navigation System. 
This section makes permanent the use of priority funds from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund 
for underserved harbor projects and projects located within the Great Lakes Navigation System. 
 
Section 1108. Funding for Harbor Maintenance Programs.  
This section amends section 2101 of the Water Resources Reform and Development Act 
(WRRDA) of 2014 to clarify the target appropriations from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund 
in the event that collections from the prior year decrease. 
 
Section 1109. Maintenance of Harbors of Refuge.  
This section clarifies that the Corps has the authority to maintain all federally authorized harbors 
of refuge, including restoring the harbors to their authorized depths. 
 
Section 1110. Donor Ports and Energy Transfer Ports. 
This section amends section 2106 of WRRDA 2014 to adjust the sunset date for the 
authorization of appropriations for donor ports, medium-sized donor ports, and energy transfer 
ports and clarifies how payments are to be administered. 
 
Section 1111. Harbor Deepening. 
This section amends WRDA 1986 to align the cost share for construction of harbors with the 
change in WRRDA 2014 which modified the cost-share for operation and maintenance of 
harbors. 
 
Section 1112. Implementation Guidance. 
This section requires the Corps to issue implementation guidance on section 2102 of WRRDA 
2014 relating to Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund expenditures. 
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Section 1113. Non-Federal Interest Dredging Authority. 
This section establishes a pilot program to permit a non-federal interest to operate and maintain a 
federal navigation project with its own equipment and personnel. The non-federal interest would 
be eligible for reimbursement for an amount equal to the estimated federal cost of performing the 
operation and maintenance.  
 
Section 1114. Transportation Cost Savings. 
This section requires the Corps to identify transportation cost savings achieved from maintaining 
harbors and inland harbors in its next report to Congress on harbor and inland harbors needs as 
required by section 210 of WRDA 1986. 
 
Section 1115. Reservoir Sediment. 
This section amends WRDA 2000 to direct the Corps to establish a pilot program of up to 10 
sites to accept services provided by a non-federal interest or commercial entity to remove 
sediment captured behind a dam that is owned, operated, or under the jurisdiction of the Corps 
for the purposes of restoring the authorized storage capacity. The non-federal interest or 
commercial entity may retain, use, recycle, sell, or otherwise dispose of any sediment removed in 
connection with the services being provided through the pilot program. 
 
Section 1116. Water Supply Conservation. 
This section authorizes the Corps to enter into agreements with non-federal sponsors to carry out 
water supply conservation measures in states affected by drought. The water supply conservation 
measures must be consistent with the authorized purposes of Corps water resources development 
projects. 
 
Section 1117. Drought Emergencies. 
This section directs the Corps to prioritize updates of water control manuals and incorporate 
seasonal operations for water conservation and water supply for control structures at the request 
of a governor of a state with a drought emergency during the year leading up to the enactment of 
this Act. 
 
Section 1118. Leveraging Federal Infrastructure for Increased Water Supply. 
This section directs the Secretary to review proposals to increase water supplies by increasing 
storage capacity or modifying project management. The non-federal interest may contribute 
funds to the Corps to facilitate the review of a proposal. The provision does not apply to the 
Upper Missouri River reservoirs or reservoirs in the Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint river 
system and the Alabama-Coosa-Tallapoosa river system. 
  



4 
 

Section 1119. Indian Tribes. 
This section amends WRDA 1986 to direct the Corps to waive local cost-sharing requirements 
for all studies and projects for federally recognized Indian tribes. 
 
Section 1120. Tribal Consultation Reports. 
This section requires the Corps to submit to Congress all reports developed pursuant to the 
Corps’ Tribal Consultation Policy. The Corps shall provide a report to Congress on the results of 
the review of its existing policies, regulations, and guidance related to consultation with Indian 
tribes.  
Section 1121. Tribal Partnership Program. 
This section expands the Corps’ authority to carry out water resources activities with Indian 
tribes. It authorizes a tribal continuing authority program to study and construct cost-shared 
projects. 
 
Section 1122. Beneficial Use of Dredged Material. 
This section directs the Corps to establish a pilot program to carry out projects for the beneficial 
reuse of dredged material. The program of 10 geographically diverse pilot projects, will be 
carried out with the help of regional beneficial reuse teams consisting of the Corps, federal, state, 
and other appropriate stakeholders. The pilot program is to select projects to maximize the 
beneficial reuse of dredged material based solely on the environmental, economic, and social 
benefits of the project.  
 
Section 1123. Great Lakes Fishery and Ecosystem Restoration. 
This section amends WRDA 2000 to modify the Great Lakes Fishery and Ecosystem Restoration 
program to ensure consistency with the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and other federal 
programs. 
 
Section 1124. Corps of Engineers Operation of Unmanned Aircraft Systems. 
This section instructs the Corps to designate a coordinator and principal approving official for 
the use of drones in support of civil works and emergency response missions. This section 
requires that drones used by the Corps be operated in accordance with Federal Aviation 
Administration regulation. Drones acquired, operated, or maintained by the Corps are only to be 
used for the support of civil works and emergency response of the Corps. 
 
Section 1125. Funding to Process Permits. 
This section amends section 214 of WRDA 2000 to include railroad carriers as eligible to 
contribute funds to the Corps to expedite the evaluation of a permit, under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of the Army, related to a project or activity for public purpose. This section also 
extends the existing program for natural gas companies and railroad carriers until 2024. 
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Section 1126. Study of Water Resources Development Projects by Non-Federal Interests. 
This section amends WRDA 1986 to allow the Secretary of the Army-Civil Works to provide 
technical assistance to a non-federal interest. Currently, when carrying out a study under section 
203 authority, the Assistant Secretary of the Army may not have the opportunity to review or 
participate in a proposed study until late in the process.  
 
Section 1127. Non-Federal Construction of Authorized Flood Damage Reduction Projects. 
This section amends WRDA 1986 to authorize credit or reimbursement for a discrete segment of 
a flood damage reduction project, or a separable element of the project, once the Secretary 
determines that construction of the discrete segment is complete and consistent with current law 
and the project authorization. 
 
Section 1128. Multistate Activities. 
This section amends the Planning Assistance to States program authorized in WRDA 1974 to 
include groups of states as eligible to work with the Corps in the preparation of comprehensive 
plans for the development, utilization, and conservation of the water and related resources of 
drainage basins located within the boundaries of such states.  
 
Section 1129. Planning Assistance to States. 
This section clarifies that the Planning Assistance to States program’s cost-share for United 
States Territories shall adhere to the cost-sharing requirements for territories in section 1156 of 
WRDA 1986.  
 
Section 1130. Regional Participation Assurance for Levee Safety Activities. 
This section amends the levee safety provisions in WRDA 2007 to ensure regional districts are 
active participants and adequately consulted in carrying out the National Levee Safety Program. 
 
Section 1131. Participation of Non-Federal Interests. 
This section amends section 221 of the Flood Control Act of 1970 to authorize Alaska Native 
Corporations to participate as non-federal, cost-share partners on Corps projects. 
 
Section 1132. Post-Authorization Change Reports. 
This section directs the Corps to furnish post-authorization change reports to Congress upon 
completion, instead of after Administration review. Administration review is instructed to occur 
within 120 days after completion of the report and prompt review is directed for any post-
authorization change report that is completed but pending Administration review prior to the date 
of enactment of this Act.  
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Section 1133. Maintenance Dredging Data. 
This section directs the Corps to establish a publicly available database of maintenance dredging 
carried out by federal and non-federal vessels. The information included in the database shall 
include the volume of dredged material removed, the total cost of the project, the party and 
vessel carrying out the work, the number of private contractor bids received, and the initial cost 
estimate for each project. 
 
Section 1134. Electronic Submission and Tracking of Permit Applications. 
This section amends WRDA 2007 to direct the Corps to research, develop, and implement an 
electronic system to allow the electronic preparation and submission of applications for permits 
and requests for jurisdictional determinations under the jurisdiction of the Corps and requires 
that all permit decisions and jurisdictional determinations should be available for a minimum of 
five years.  
 
Section 1135. Data Transparency. 
This section amends WRDA 2007 to instruct the Corps to make publicly available, including on 
the Internet, all data on the planning, design, construction, operation, and maintenance of water 
resources development projects and on water quality and water management of projects owned, 
operated, or managed by the Corps.  
 
Section 1136. Quality Control. 
This section amends the Flood Control Act of 1944 to require that transmittal letters and any 
accompanying attachments for each final study, statement, report, and record of decision be 
made publicly available in addition to being printed as House or Senate documents. Additionally, 
the Corps is directed to provide to Congress a copy of each final study, statement, report, and 
record of decision prepared by the Corps.  
 
Section 1137. Report on Purchase of Foreign Manufactured Articles. 
This section amends WRDA 1992 to direct the Corps to report to Congress on the dollar value of 
any articles, materials, or supplies that were manufactured outside of the United States and 
purchased by the Corps for civil works projects in the prior fiscal year. 
 
Section 1138. International Outreach Program. 
This section amends WRDA 1992 to authorize the Corps to engage in activities to inform the 
United States of technological innovations from abroad that could significantly improve water 
resources development in the United States.   
 
Section 1139. Dam Safety Repair Projects. 
This section requires the Corps to issue guidance related to dam safety repair projects.  
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Section 1140. Federal Cost Limitation for Certain Projects. 
This section clarifies that a Corps project carried out through the Great Lakes Fishery and 
Ecosystem Restoration program may include compatible recreation features, so long as those 
features do not exceed 10 percent of the ecosystem restoration costs of the project. 
 
Section 1141. Lake Kemp, Texas. 
This section provides an extension for property owners related to structures built in the flowage 
easement at Lake Kemp, Texas.   
 
Section 1142. Corrosion Prevention. 
This section requires the Corps to report on corrosion prevention activities encouraged under 
Section 1033 of WRRDA 2014. 
 
Section 1143. Sediment Sources. 
This section authorizes the Corps to study the costs, benefits, and impacts of acquiring sediment 
from domestic and nondomestic sources for shoreline protection projects.  
 
Section 1144. Prioritization of Certain Projects. 
This section directs the Corps to give priority to flood risk management projects that have 
executed project partnership agreements and are located in areas where: (1) there has been loss 
of life due to flood events, (2) the President has declared a major disaster or emergency exists 
under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, and (3) there is 
significant risk for catastrophic flooding. 
 
Section 1145. Gulf Coast Oyster Bed Recovery Assessment. 
This section requires the Corps to conduct an assessment on the recovery of oyster beds on the 
Gulf Coast that were damaged by events including: (1) Hurricane Katrina in 2005, (2) the 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill in 2010, and (3) floods in 2011 and 2016. 
 
Section 1146. Initiating Work on Separable Elements. 
This section clarifies that, for the initiation of work on a separable element of a water resources 
development project that has received construction funds in the previous six years, no new start 
or new investment decision is required, and the work shall be treated as ongoing work.  
 
Section 1147. Lower Bois d’Arc Creek Reservoir Project, Fannin County, Texas. 
This section requires the Secretary to expeditiously complete any environmental decisions and 
reviews related to the construction of, impoundment of water in, and operation of the Lower Bois 
d’Arc Creek Reservoir Project. 
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Section 1148. Recreational Access at Corps of Engineers Reservoirs. 
This section clarifies that requirements imposed on floating cabins used in the Cumberland River 
Basin cannot be different or more stringent than the requirements imposed on all recreational 
vessels authorized for use in the region. 
 
Section 1149. No Wake Zones in Navigation Channels. 
This section allows the Corps, in consultation with the Coast Guard, to work with state or local 
officials to address navigation safety hazards in covered navigation channels resulting from 
wakes created by recreational vessels. 
 
Section 1150. Ice Jam Prevention and Mitigation. 
This section authorizes the Corps to carry out small flood control pilot projects under section 205 
of the Flood Control Act of 1948 to prevent and mitigate flood damages associated with ice 
jams. 

 
Section 1151. Structural Health Monitoring. 
This section directs the Corps to assess and improve the condition of water resources 
infrastructure through a structural health monitoring program. The Corps is directed to consult 
with academic and other experts and use models and research to develop this program. 

 
Section 1152. Kennewick Man. 
This section directs the Corps to transfer the human remains known as Kennewick Man, or the 
Ancient One, to the Washington State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation on 
the condition that the Department, acting through the State Historic Preservation Officer, 
repatriates the human remains to the claimant tribes. 
 
Section 1153. Authority to Accept and Use Materials and Services. 
This section amends the section 1024 authority in WRRDA 2014 to accept and use materials, 
services, or funds contributed by non-federal interests to include funds and to allow the donated 
funds, materials, and services to repair, restore, replace, or maintain a water resources project. 
The Corps may only utilize these materials and services if they comply with all applicable laws 
and regulations that would apply if such materials and services were accepted by the Secretary. 
 
Section 1154. Munitions Disposal. 
This section clarifies the Corps’ authority to dispose of munitions that may be found washed up 
on shorelines in the area where the Corps is carrying out a water resources project by allowing 
the Corps to proceed using its own funding and seek reimbursement from responsible 
Department of Defense elements. 
 
Section 1155. Management of Recreation Facilities. 
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This section authorizes the Corps to allow a non-federal public entity to collect user fees and use 
them to operate recreation facilities. 
 
Section 1156. Structures and Facilities Constructed by Secretary. 
This section streamlines the section 408 approval process. If a review under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is required and the non-federal entities seeking to 
alter, use, or cross a federal water resource project must obtain permission from the Secretary 
(known as a section 408 certification), the Corps is not the lead agency for the review, the Corps 
must, to the maximum extent practicable, conduct a concurrent review, as a cooperating agency, 
using the same environmental documents. If the Corps is conducting the review, it must 
streamline its own process by avoiding duplication of reviews. This section also authorizes the 
Corps to accept contributed funds to carry out a review and requires the Corps to provide timely 
review updates to the entities that submitted 408 applications and notify Congress if decisions on 
applications take longer than 120 days.  

 
Section 1157. Project Completion. 
This section modifies the authorization for projects carried out under section 219 of WRDA 1992 
that are already under construction if they could not otherwise be completed. Additionally, this 
section amends section 7001(f) of WRRDA 2014 to include within the term “water resources 
development project,” a project under an environmental infrastructure assistance activity. 
 
Section 1158. New England District Headquarters. 
This section authorizes use of existing funds under the Corps Plant Replacement Improvement 
Program Revolving Fund to construct a new headquarters for the New England District. 
 
Section 1159. Buffalo District Headquarters. 
This section authorizes use of existing funds under the Corps Plant Replacement Improvement 
Program Revolving Fund to construct a new headquarters for the Buffalo District. 
 
Section 1160. Future Facility Investment. 
This section amends the Plant Replacement Improvement Program Revolving Fund, to establish 
a definitive the process by which the Corps seeks authorization on proposed construction or 
major renovations of buildings. 
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Section 1161. Completion of Ecosystem Restoration Projects. 
This section amends the requirement for monitoring ecosystem restoration projects from WRDA 
2007 to allow operation and maintenance of the project to be concluded when ecological success 
criteria are met. A non-federal interest can be released from any obligation to operate and 
maintain the non-structural and non-mechanical components of a water resources development 
project 10 years after the Corps makes a determination of success. Additionally, the Corps is not 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of a project from which a non-federal interest was 
released from its obligations.  
 
Section 1162. Fish and Wildlife Mitigation.  
This section requires the Corps’ programmatic mitigation plans to address habitat connectivity 
using consultation with other agencies and the public. 
 
Section 1163. Wetlands Mitigation.  
This section requires the Secretary to issue guidance regarding credits available from mitigation 
banks and in-lieu fee programs and provides that mitigation banks and in-lieu fee programs be 
considered reasonable alternatives. 
 
Section 1164. Debris Removal. 
This section amends the River and Harbor Act of 1945 to expand the Corps’ debris removal 
authority to include debris that is located immediately adjacent to the federal channel that would 
affect the navigability of the channel. 
 
Section 1165. Disposition Studies. 
This section requires disposition studies by the Corps, including studies under section 216 of the 
Flood Control Act of 1970 or assessments under section 6002 of WRRDA 2014, to include a 
review considering the extent to which a property has economic, cultural, historic, or recreational 
significance, or impacts at the national, state, or local level to determine if the property is 
necessary to carry out the missions of the Corps.  
 
Section 1166. Transfer of Excess Credit. 
This section clarifies the Corps’ authority from WRRDA 2014 to allow a transfer of credit 
between different water resources development studies and projects. 
 
Section 1167. Hurricane and Storm Damage Reduction. 
This section increases the per project limit the Corps may expend for the construction of small 
shore and beach restoration and protection projects.  
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Section 1168. Fish Hatcheries. 
Authorizes the Secretary to operate fish hatcheries at 100 percent non-federal cost to address 
Endangered Species Act issues at existing projects. 
 
Section 1169. Shore Damage Prevention or Mitigation. 
This section amends the River and Harbor Act of 1968 to clarify that feasibility studies under 
this authority are cost-shared in the same proportion as construction of the project. Additionally, 
this section provides that if a federal navigation project caused damage to a nearby shoreline, the 
non-federal interest is eligible for reimbursement of any excess study costs. 
 
Section 1170. Enhancing Lake Recreation Opportunities. 
This section removes the sunset from an existing program that encourages the use of Corps lakes 
in Oklahoma for recreation.  
 
Section 1171. Credit in Lieu of Reimbursement. 
This section amends section 1022 of WRRDA 2014 to clarify that projects being constructed 
under section 211 of WRDA 1996 remain eligible for credit. This section also clarifies that credit 
may be used for other water resources development projects. 
 
Section 1172. Easements for Electric, Telephone, or Broadband Service Facilities. 
This section waives easement fees for nonprofit organizations eligible for financing under the 
Rural Electrification Act of 1936. 
 
Section 1173. Study on Performance of Innovative Materials.  
This section directs the Corps to study the use and performance of innovative materials in water 
resources development projects. 
 
Section 1174. Conversion of Surplus Water Agreements.  
This section directs the Corps to provide a non-federal entity the opportunity to convert the 
agreement to a permanent storage agreement in any case where a project purpose has been 
deauthorized.  
 
Section 1175. Projects Funded by the Inland Waterways Trust Fund.  
This section prevents other inland waterways projects from being deauthorized until completion 
of other inland navigation projects. 
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Section 1176. Rehabilitation Assistance. 
This section authorizes the Corps to increase the level of protection when rebuilding a levee 
under the Flood Control and Coastal Emergency Act (P.L. 84-99), if the additional costs are paid 
by the non-Federal interest and the Corps determines it is in the public interest, including 
consideration of whether the same levee has had to be rebuilt multiple times, whether there is an 
opportunity to reduce risk of loss of life and property, and whether there is an opportunity to 
reduce life cycle rehabilitation costs.  
 
Section 1177. Rehabilitation of Corps of Engineers Constructed Dams. 
This section establishes a program for the Corps to carry out projects for the rehabilitation of 
high hazard potential dams constructed before 1940.  
 
Section 1178. Columbia River. 
This section authorizes funds to aid the Corps in complying with a biological opinion on the 
Lower Columbia River in Oregon and Washington. This section also clarifies that the watercraft 
inspection stations used to protect the Columbia River Basin from invasive species, may be 
located outside of the basin if it is necessary to prevent the spread of invasive species. Lastly, 
this section allows the Corps to provide assistance to Indian tribes displaced as a result of the 
construction of the Bonneville Dam, Oregon. 
 
Section 1179. Missouri River. 
This section directs the Corps to carry out a pilot program for the development and 
implementation of sediment management plans for reservoirs in the Upper Missouri River Basin. 
This section also makes the Corps the lead agency for the snowpack and streamflow monitoring 
program authorized in section 4003 of WRRDA 2014.  
 
Section 1180. Chesapeake Bay Oyster Restoration. 
This section modifies the authorization for fish and wildlife habitat projects in the Chesapeake 
Bay. 
 
Section 1181. Salton Sea, California. 
This section removes the pilot designation from the Salton Sea program authorized in section 
3032 of WRDA 2007, and allows non-federal interests to participate in the cost-sharing 
agreements for these projects. 
 
Section 1182. Adjustment. 
This section amends the list of eligible counties to receive assistance in section 219 of WRDA 
1992. 
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Section 1183. Coastal Engineering. 
This section amends section 4014 of WRRDA 2014 to allow Indian tribes to coordinate in ocean 
and coastal ecosystem resiliency studies and gives study priority to areas threatened by sea level 
rise. This section also requires interagency coordination on coastal resilience and allows the 
Corps to conduct regional assessments of federal and state programs related to coastal water 
resources.  
 
Section 1184. Consideration of Measures. 
This section directs the Corps to consider, with the consent of the non-Federal sponsor of the 
feasibility study, all measures for coastal risk reduction, including natural, nature-based, 
nonstructural, and structural measures. Additionally, it directs the Corps to submit reports to 
Congress on the use of these features in water resources development projects. 
 
Section 1185. Table Rock Lake, Arkansas and Missouri. 
This section provides direction to the Corps regarding the revision of the Table Rock Master 
Plan for Table Rock Lake, Arkansas and Missouri. 
 
Section 1186. Rural Western Water. 
This section clarifies that eligible projects carried out under section 595 of WRDA 1999 are 
treated similarly to other funded projects carried out under similar programs.  
 
Section 1187. Interstate Compacts. 
This section amends section 301 of the Water Supply Act of 1958 to strike a Sense of Congress 
related to interstate compacts. 
 
Section 1188. Sense of Congress. 
This section expresses the view of Congress that state water quality standards concerning the 
disposal of dredged material, should be developed collaboratively and in accordance with 
regional plans and with the involvement of regional entities.  
 
Section 1189. Dredged Material Disposal. 
This section restates existing legal requirements that dredged material disposal meet applicable 
state water quality standards. 
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Subtitle B - Studies 
 
Section 1201. Authorization of Proposed Feasibility Studies. 
This section authorizes the Corps to conduct feasibility studies for 30 projects for water 
resources development and conservation and other purposes. These study requests were 
submitted to Congress in a Report to Congress on Future Water Resources Development 
pursuant to section 7001 of WRRDA 2014, or otherwise reviewed by Congress. Each of the 
projects has, as its primary purpose, one of the following: navigation, hurricane and storm 
damage reduction, flood damage reduction, or ecosystem restoration. 
 
Section 1202. Additional Studies. 
This section directs the Corps to conduct a study to determine the feasibility of modifying 
projects for flood risk management in Tulsa and West Tulsa and to address potential project 
deficiencies. This section also directs the Corps to review the locally preferred plan for carrying 
out multiple components for the project authorized under section 5116 of WRDA 2007 in the 
vicinity of Cincinnati, Ohio and authorizes the Corps to provide assistance for these activities. 
 
Lastly, this section directs the Corps to consult with Department of Homeland Security and the 
Department of Defense to identify national security benefits associated with the development of 
Arctic deep draft ports. 
 
Section 1203. North Atlantic Coastal Region. 
This section clarifies section 4009 of WRRDA 2014 to require the Corps to carry out a 
comprehensive assessment and management plan for aquatic ecosystem restoration projects 
along the northeastern Atlantic Coast. 
 
Section 1204. South Atlantic Coastal Study. 
This section directs the Secretary to conduct a study of the coastal areas located within the 
geographical boundaries of the South Atlantic Division of the Corps of Engineers to identify the 
risks and vulnerabilities of those areas to increased hurricane and storm damage as a result of sea 
level rise.  
 
Section 1205. Texas Coastal Area. 
This section directs the Corps to include information developed by the Gulf Coast Community 
Protection and Recovery District when carrying out a study authorized in section 4091 of WRDA 
2007. 
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Section 1206. Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers. 
This section directs the Corps to conduct a study of the riverine areas located in the Upper 
Mississippi River and Illinois River basins to identify the risks and vulnerabilities of increased 
flood damages.  
 
Section 1207. Kanawha River Basin. 
This section directs the Corps to conduct a study to determine the feasibility of implementing 
projects for flood risk management and other water resource related purposes within the 
Kanawha River Basin in West Virginia, Virginia, and North Carolina. 
 
Subtitle C – Deauthorizations, Modifications, and Related Provisions 
 
Section 1301. Deauthorization of Inactive Projects. 
This section establishes a process that will lead to the deauthorization of $10 billion in 
previously authorized, yet inactive Corps projects. This section requires the Corps to submit a list 
of inactive projects to Congress that were authorized for construction prior to November 8, 2007, 
have not begun planning, design, or construction, or, if projects have begun planning, design, or 
construction, they have not received any funds, federal or non-federal, in the past six years. After 
a 180-day period of congressional review, the projects on the list are automatically deauthorized.   
 
Section 1302. Backlog Prevention. 
This section terminates the authorization for any project or separable element of a project 
authorized for construction by this Act after 10 years unless construction has been initiated, a 
post-authorization study has been issued, or the authorization has been modified by an Act of 
Congress.  
 
Section 1303. Valdez, Alaska. 
This section exempts Tract G, Harbor Subdivision, a project for navigation in Valdez, Alaska, 
from navigational servitude beginning on the date of enactment of this Act.  
 
Section 1304. Los Angeles County Drainage Area, Los Angeles County, California. 
This section directs the Corps to update the water control manuals for control structures in the 
Los Angeles County Drainage Area and to integrate and incorporate into the project seasonal 
operations for water conservation and water supply. 
 
Section 1305. Sutter Basin, California. 
This section deauthorizes the separable element constituting the locally preferred plan increment 
reflected in the report of the Chief of Engineers, dated March 12, 2014, and authorized for 
construction in section 7002 of WRRDA 2014.  
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Section 1306. Essex River, Massachusetts. 
This section deauthorizes portions of the Essex River, Massachusetts navigation project 
authorized by the Act of July 13, 1892. 
 
Section 1307. Port of Cascade Locks, Oregon. 
This section extinguishes two flowage easements above the ordinary high water line in Hood 
River County, Oregon. 
 
Section 1308. Central Delaware River, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
This section declares a portion of the Delaware River in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to be 
nonnavigable. 
 
Section 1309. Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania. 
This section directs the Corps to prioritize the updating of the master plan for the Juniata River 
and tributaries project, Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania.  
 
Section 1310. Rivercenter, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
This section amends the Water Resources Development Act of 1988 to make permanent the 
declaration of nonnavigability for portions of Rivercenter, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
 
Section 1311. Salt Creek, Graham, Texas. 
This section deauthorizes the project for flood control, environmental restoration, and recreation, 
Salt Creek, Graham, Texas, previously authorized by WRDA 1999.  
 
Section 1312. Texas City Ship Channel, Texas City, Texas. 
This section exempts a portion of the Texas City Ship Channel in Texas City, Texas from 
navigational servitude. 
 
Section 1313. Stonington Harbour, Connecticut. 
This section deauthorizes a portion of the project for navigation at Stonington Harbour, 
Connecticut.  
 
Section 1314. Red River Below Denison Dam, Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana. 
This section deauthorizes a portion of the project for flood control at the Red River below the 
Denison Dam in Texas and Oklahoma. 
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Section 1315. Green River and Barren River, Kentucky. 
This section deauthorizes commercial navigation at the locks and dams identified in the Green 
and Barren Rivers, Kentucky disposition study dated April 30, 2015 and conveys these 
properties to various non-federal entities and the Department of the Interior. 
 
Section 1316. Hannibal Small Boat Harbor, Hannibal, Missouri. 
This section deauthorizes a project for navigation at the Hannibal Small Boat Harbor authorized 
by River and Harbor Act of 1950. 
 
Section 1317. Land Transfer and Trust Land for Muscogee (Creek) Nation. 
This section authorizes a transfer of land at fair market value for the benefit of the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation. 
 
Section 1318. Cameron County, Texas. 
This section directs the Corps to effectuate the release of interests of the United States in certain 
tracts of land located in Cameron County, Texas.  
 
Section 1319. New Savannah Bluff Lock and Dam, Georgia and South Carolina. 
This section deauthorizes the New Savannah Bluff Lock and Dam project and authorizes the 
construction of a structure to allow for fish passage and current pool levels. 
 
Section 1320. Hamilton City, California. 
This section modifies a project for flood damage reduction and environmental restoration 
authorized in WRDA 2007. 
 
Section 1321. Conveyances. 
This section deauthorizes the project for navigation in the Pearl River Basin and authorizes the 
Corps to convey real property owned by the federal government to non-federal interests at fair 
market value. This section also authorizes the Corps to convey real property owned by the 
federal government in Sardis Lake, Mississippi to non-federal interests at fair market value. This 
section also authorizes the Corps to convey real property owned by the federal government at 
Pensacola Dam, Oklahoma, to non-federal interests at fair market value. Lastly, this section 
directs the Corps to accept payment from the Trinity River Authority of Texas related to water 
supply storage in Joe Pool Lake, Texas. 
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Section 1322. Expedited Consideration. 
This section amends section 1011 of WRRDA 2014 to clarify the prioritization of hurricane and 
storm damage reduction efforts to include restoration of wetlands as well as loss of wetlands. 
This section further amends section 1011 of WRRDA 2014 to require a report on the 
implementation of the requirements to give priority to certain ecosystem restoration projects, 
including a list of programmatic ecosystem restoration authorities that meet the prioritization 
requirements. Additionally, this section directs the Corps to expedite the completion of four 
authorized flood control projects, eleven feasibility studies, one post-authorization change report, 
and the decision whether to recommend two flood damage reduction projects. 

 
Subtitle D – Water Resources Infrastructure 
 
Section 1401. Project Authorizations. 
This section authorizes 30 water resources projects that have completed technical review by the 
Corps and are recommended by the Chief of Engineers. The projects are authorized to be carried 
out in accordance with the plan, and subject to the conditions, described in the Chief’s Reports. 
Each of the projects has as its primary purpose, one of the following: navigation, flood risk 
management, hurricane and storm damage risk reduction, or ecosystem restoration. This section 
also authorizes eight project modifications for previously authorized projects. 
 
Section 1402. Special Rules. 
This section directs the Corps to carry out the Mill Creek, Tennessee project authorized in this 
Act pursuant to section 205 of the Flood Control Act of 1948. This section also directs the Corps 
to carry out the Los Angeles River, California project authorized in this Act in accordance with 
the conditions and recommended cost share as described in the December 18, 2015 Chief’s 
Report. Lastly, this section directs the Corps to limit what it may expend to carry out recreation 
features of the Upper Trinity River project authorized in this Act. 
 
 

Title II – Water and Waste Act of 2016 
 
Section 2001. Short Title. 
This section states that Title II may be cited as the “Water and Waste Act of 2016”. 
 
Section 2002. Definition of Administrator. 
This section defines the term “Administrator” as the Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
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Subtitle A – Safe Drinking Water 
 
Section 2101. Sense of Congress on Appropriations Levels. 
This section creates a Sense of the Congress that Congress should provide “robust” capitalization 
funding for the Safe Drinking Water Act and Clean Water Act State Revolving Loan Funds. 
 
Section 2102. Preconstruction Work. 
This section restructures section 1452(a) of the Safe Drinking Water Act and allows Drinking 
Water State Revolving Funds (DWSRFs) to be used to pay for planning, design, and 
preconstruction activities associated with a project being funded by a state DWSRF. In addition, 
it allows DWSRF funds to be used to help meet debt or other funding match requirements. 
 
Section 2103. Administration of State Loan Funds.  
This section changes, from a percentage to a formula, the amount of money that a State can 
reserve from its Federal capitalization grant to pay for the reasonable costs of operating a 
DWSRF and providing technical assistance to public water systems. This section also eliminates 
heftier matching requirements on States seeking additional Federal funding. 
 
Section 2104. Assistance for Small and Disadvantaged Communities.  
This section creates a program to assist small and economically disadvantaged communities with 
drinking water services. This section, which gives priority to underserved communities that have 
inadequate drinking water systems, authorizes $60 million annually in grants to communities, 
tribes, or States to aid in the provision of household water quality testing and general compliance 
with Safe Drinking Water Act requirements. Grantees are responsible for at least 45 percent of 
the total costs of the project and grants cannot be used to pay for operation and maintenance 
costs of a water system.  
 
Section 2105. Reducing Lead in Drinking Water.  
This section institutes a new program to help communities finance programs and activities to 
reduce the concentration of lead in their treated drinking water, including the replacement of lead 
service lines. Under this program, priority for grants would go to economically disadvantaged 
communities that either (1) have concentrations of lead in their drinking water that exceeds 
Federal standards, or (2) need to address lead levels in drinking water at daycare centers, schools, 
or other facilities serving children. Funding would also be targeted towards helping those least 
able to afford repairs. Section 2105 authorized $60 million each fiscal year over 5 years. 
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Section 2016. Notice to Persons Served.   
This section adds a new provisions to the Safe Drinking Water Act that requires public water 
systems to notify their customers if the utility is exceeding the Federal lead action level for the 
concentration of lead in their drinking water (more than 10 percent of sampled homes have lead 
levels above 15 parts per billion). Under this section, if the water utility fails to make that notice 
the State is supposed to make the notice, and if the State fails, then EPA is required to let the 
public know about it. Section 2106 also has expedited notice procedures when the lead levels 
have the potential to have serious adverse human health effects and calls for the creation of a 
strategic plan between EPA, the State, and the local water utility for household-specific 
notification if EPA learns about a particular household getting water above the Federal lead 
action level. 
 
Section 2107. Lead Testing in School and Child Care Program Drinking Water.  
This section creates a voluntary testing program for lead in schools and child care centers. Under 
this section, $20 million is authorized to EPA for each of fiscal years 2017 through 2021 to make 
grants to States to funding local education agencies and daycare programs in testing for lead 
contamination in their drinking water. Entities receiving the funding have to make their results 
public and grants are awarded in accordance with EPA’s existing technical guidance on reducing 
lead in drinking water at schools. 
 
Section 2108. Water Supply Cost Savings.   
This section creates a clearinghouse of public information, between EPA and USDA, on the cost-
effectiveness of alternative drinking water delivery systems, including systems that are supported 
by wells. This section also requires systems serving less than 500 people to self-certify that they 
have considered these options when trying to obtain Federal assistance to construct, rehabilitate, 
or replace a drinking water system. 
 
Section 2109. Innovation in the Provision of Safe Drinking Water.   
This section authorizes EPA to conduct research on innovative water technologies, including 
those that identify and mitigate sources of drinking water contamination and improve compliance 
with the Safe Drinking Water Act. This section also authorizes $10 million in each of fiscal years 
2017 through 2021 for the provision of technical assistance to public water systems to facilitate 
the use of innovative water technologies.     
 
Section 2110. Small System Technical Assistance.   
This section reauthorizes the funding percentage reserved for technical assistance to small 
drinking water systems out of the DWSRF through 2021. 
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Section 2111. Definition of Indian Tribe.   
This section amends the definition of Indian tribe in the Safe Drinking Water Act so that tribes 
are now eligible for funds under the new small and disadvantaged communities and lead in 
drinking water reduction – including pipe replacement -- programs. 
 
Section 2112. Technical Assistance for Tribal Water Systems.   
This section creates a new operator training and certification program to tribal organization and 
consortia operating public water systems. 
 
Section 2113. Materials Requirement for Certain   
This section adds requirements that iron and steel products purchased in fiscal year 2017 using 
funds from the Drinking Water revolving loan fund need to be made primarily in the United 
States, unless there is not the quantity and quality necessary to fill the need, doing so is not in the 
public interest, or the purchase will increase the cost of the overall project by 25 percent.  
 
Subtitle B – Aid to Communities with a Declared Lead Disaster 
 
Section 2201. Drinking Water Infrastructure.  
This section authorizes $100 million over 18 months in additional capitalization grants to State 
Revolving Loan Funds (SRF), pursuant to the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA), to aid States 
where the President has declared a disaster related to public health threats associated with the 
presence of lead or other drinking water contaminants in a public water system. After the 18 
months has expired, the remaining funds are deposited back into the SRF for SDWA approved 
uses by any State.   
 
Section 2202. Sense of Congress.   
This section expresses the Sense of Congress that $20 million should be approved by Congress 
under the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act for eligible projects, including those 
to address lead and other contaminants in drinking water systems.   
 
Section 2203. Registry for Lead Exposure and Advisory Committee.   
This section authorizes $17.5 million for the creation of a Lead Registry at either the Agency for 
Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) or the Federal Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). This section also authorizes $2.5 million for the creation of a lead advisory 
committee within ATSDR and CDC.  
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Section 2304. Other Lead Programs.  
This section, in addition to amount otherwise authorized for these programs, authorizes $15 
million in appropriations for the Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program at CDC and $15 
million for the Healthy Start Initiative at the Department of Health and Human Services.   
 
Subtitle C – Control of Coal Combustion Residuals  
 
Section 2301. Approval of State Programs for Control of Coal Combustion Residuals.   
This section provides for the establishment of State and EPA permit programs for coal 
combustion residuals. States may incorporate the EPA final rule for coal combustion residuals or 
develop other criteria that are at least as protective as the final rule. EPA must approve State 
permit programs within 180 days of a State submitting a program for approval. This section also 
provides the parameters for EPA review of State permit programs.   
 

 
Title III – Natural Resources 

 
Subtitle A – Indian Dam Safety 
This subtitle improves flood prevention and addresses dam safety needs in Indian communities. 
It authorizes $229 million over seven years.  
 
Subtitle B – Irrigation Rehabilitation and Renovation for Indian Tribal Governments and 
Their Economies 
This subtitle establishes a seven-year discretionary funding source for the repair, replacement, 
and maintenance of Indian irrigation projects in the western United States.  It authorizes $175 
million over five years. 
 
Subtitle C – Weber Basin Prepayments 
This subtitle allows a water district in Utah to make accelerated capital repayments to the federal 
government for the Weber Basin Project.  
 
Subtitle D – Pechanga Water Rights Settlement 
This subtitle settles a long-standing dispute between the Pechanga Tribe, the federal government, 
and several water districts in the State of California.  
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Subtitle E – Delaware River Basin Conservation 
This subtitle authorizes a seven-year Department of the Interior nonregulatory program for 
restoration of the Delaware Basin, which covers Delaware basin and associated watersheds in 
Delaware, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. No federal funds are authorized for this 
program and the program prohibits federal land acquisition. 
 
Subtitle F – Miscellaneous Provisions 
 
Section 3601. Bureau of Reclamation Dakotas Area Office Permit Fees for Cabins and 
Trailers. 
This section limits the increase for Bureau of Reclamation Dakotas Area Office permit fees for 
cabins and trailers on Bureau of Reclamation land in North Dakota. 
 
Section 3602. Use of Trailer Homes at Heart Butte Dam and Reservoir (Lake Tschida). 
This section delineates the use of trailers homes at the Bureau of Reclamation’s Heart Butte Dam 
and Reservoir (Lake Tschida). 
 
Section 3603. Lake Tahoe Restoration.   
This section will enhance recreational opportunities, environmental restoration activities and 
forest management activities in the Lake Tahoe Basin in California and Nevada. It also 
authorizes the sale of certain Forest Service urban lots in the Lake Tahoe Basin. 
 
Section 3604. Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians.   
This section provides for the taking of certain land into trust for the benefit of the Tuolumne 
Band of Me-Wuk Indians in Tuolumne County, California. Gaming is prohibited on these lands 
taken into trust.   
 
Section 3605. San Luis Rey Settlement Agreement Implementation.   
This section amends the San Luis Rey Indian Water Rights Settlement Act to clarify certain 
settlement terms. 
 
Section 3606. Tule River Indian Tribe.   
This section takes certain Federal lands located in Tulare County, California, into trust for the 
benefit of the Tule River Indians. The lands taken into trust may not be used for gaming.   
 
Section 3607. Morongo Band of Mission Indians.  
This section provides for certain land in southern California to be taken into trust for the benefit 
of the Morongo Band of Mission Indians as part of an exchange of lands to settle a lawsuit.   
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Section 3608. Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma and the Chickasaw Nation Water Settlement.   
This section settles a water rights dispute between the Choctaw Nation, the Chickasaw Nation, 
the State of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, the Oklahoma Water Resources Board, and the 
Oklahoma City Water Utilities Trust. No federal funds are authorized to implement the 
settlement. 
 
Subtitle G – Blackfeet Water Rights Settlement 
This subtitle settles a long-standing water rights dispute between the Blackfeet Tribe of Montana 
and the United States, including the authorization of the federal water projects to provide water 
to the Tribe and trust funds to be used by the Tribe to operate and maintain water facilities and 
increase water storage.  
 
Subtitle H – Water Desalination 
This subtitle amends the Water Desalination Act of 1996 to coordinate and focus current federal 
desalination research and studies on cost-effective methods to derive potable water from saline 
sources in drought-stricken areas. The program is reauthorized at current levels ($40 million over 
five years).  
 
Subtitle I – Amendments to the Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife Restoration Act of 1990 
This subtitle better integrates the work conducted under the Great Lakes Fish and Wildlife 
Restoration Act with other Great Lakes initiatives that benefit fish and wildlife and clarifies 
requirements for a non-federal funding match. It reauthorizes the program for five years at lower 
appropriated levels ($48 million over six years) and bars use of federal funds to acquire lands.   
 
Subtitle J – California Water 
This subtitle provides drought relief to the State of California. Language includes changes to 
federal water operations in central California, allows water users to accelerate repayment of 
water projects to the federal government to increase revenue to the U.S. Treasury, and authorizes 
water storage, desalination, and water recycling programs with reforms.   

 
 

Title IV – Other Matters 
 
Section 5001. Congressional Notification Requirements. 
This section requires the U.S. Department of Transportation to provide House and Senate 
authorizing committees with at least three days advanced notice prior to announcing grant 
awards and credit assistance for projects. 
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Section 5002. Reauthorization of Denali Commission. 
This section reauthorizes the Denali Commission through 2021. This section also streamlines the 
process for the appointment of an Interim Federal Co-chairperson of the Commission in the 
event of a vacancy and establishes procedures to address conflicts of interest for non-federal 
Commission members. 
 
Section 5003. Recreational Access for Floating Cabins at TVA Reservoirs. 
This section gives direction to the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) regarding access to TVA 
lakes for owners of floating cabins. 
 
Section 5004. Gold King Mine Spill Recovery. 
This section establishes a process for payment of claims by the Environment Protection Agency 
(EPA) for reimbursement of costs incurred by states, local governments, and tribes in responding 
to the Gold King Mine Spill, and directs the EPA to pay for water quality monitoring. 
 
Section 5005. Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 
This section amends the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to authorize the EPA’s Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative until 2021. This program is intended to address the priority areas described 
in the Initiative Action Plan including remediation of contaminated sediments. 
 
Section 5006. Rehabilitation of High Hazard Potential Dams. 
This section amends the National Dam Safety Program Act to authorize Federal Emergency 
Management Agency to provide assistance to non-federal sponsor for the rehabilitation of high 
hazard potential dams in states with a dam safety program, subject to a non-federal cost share of 
at least 35 percent.  
 
Section 5007. Chesapeake Bay Grass Survey. 
This section authorizes the EPA to carry out an annual survey of sea grasses in the Chesapeake 
Bay. 
 
Section 5008. Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation. 
This section amends Subtitle C of WRRDA 2014, which established the Water Infrastructure 
Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) loan program. This section clarifies and amends projects 
eligible for assistance. This section also authorizes the Secretary or the Administrator to allow 
loan fees to be financed along with the loan, and clarifies that eligible project costs incurred and 
in kind contributions made before receipt of a WIFIA loan will count towards the 51 percent of 
project costs that must be provided from sources other than WIFIA. 
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Section 5009. Report on Groundwater Contamination. 
This section requires the Department of the Navy to report to Congress regarding groundwater 
contamination associated with a former facility operated by the Navy and a contractor. 
 
Section 5010. Columbia River Basin Restoration. 
This section establishes a new Columbia River Basin Restoration Program within the EPA to 
assess trends in water quality, identify possible causes of environmental problems, and provide 
grants for projects to improve environmental problems. 
 
Section 5011. Regulation of Aboveground Storage at Farms. 
This section amends section 1049 of WRRDA 2014 to clarify the application of the Spill 
Prevention Control and Countermeasure rule to certain tanks at agricultural operations. 
 
Section 5012. Irrigation Districts. 
This section amends section 603 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to clarify eligible 
recipients for additional subsidization of water pollution control revolving funds. 
 
Section 5013. Estuary Restoration. 
This section amends the Estuary Restoration Act of 2000 to allow nongovernmental 
organizations to be considered “non-federal interests” in order to enter into binding agreements 
with the Corps to indemnify the Corps during the construction of a proposed project. This section 
also amends the Estuary Restoration Act of 2000 to reauthorize the program through 2021. 
 
Section 5014. Environmental Banks. 
This section modifies the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act to 
authorize the issuance of guidance related to the establishment of environmental banks for the 
purpose of mitigating environmental impacts caused by construction or other development 
activities. 
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